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Think of Japanese Education

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 Governor Kuniaki KUNI

The September is a month of new generation. There are many rotary activities for the youth in the Rotary. You have already
recognized that our 2750 District is energetically is active as a continuous project.

Why is the September a new generation month? In Europe and America does it mean a new school term starts in September
after a long summer (winter) vacation?

By the way why is the New generation program in Rotary intended for the youth more than 14 years old?

I often talk at the Rotary meeting and others that the Westerns strictly bawl out in order to make their children brought up
for the breeding, the way of contact the persons and so on when someone invites them or they visit the restaurant with their
family.

The child abuse in the Westerns makes news, so it is not necessary no problem and it is so unusual that we have news as parent
and child murders and shocking murders, and so on almost every day. Once upon a time we had Yoshinobu-chan’s infant
kidnapping and murder case and this criminal was executed in Japan. This affair brought us big news. I think there are many
felonious affairs now worse than at the hard time of lack of food during and after the World War II.

In the Edo period, we had serious facts such as discarding the aged person, killing infant by the parent not to be able to feed
and so on. The other side is that the oracle and monk gave education to kids at the learning house on the poor village.

From the end of Edo period undil the early of Meiji period, many foreigners visited Japan, left the Japanese impression report
and reported highly of the Japanese attractive attitudes, politeness and attitudes not to grovel in the dirt by the modest
expression. They were surprised that the rickshaw driver read a newspaper. At that time Japanese literacy was the highest in
the world.

There were not positively admired words. There are other expressions that generally speaking the educated Japanese try to
change into another person to discard their past.

Let us think of Japanese after we were beaten the World War II. The army of occupation reasonably took a policy that didn’t
make the Japan strong again. They make big limitation of revolution of the political, economical activities, etc. and
educational policy too. That was included the morality and historical education.

When I remembered the time after the war, I was demobilized from the Navy Academy. The Vice Admiral, Mr. Narumi
INOUE who was one of three outstanding for objection to the outbreak of war and a principal of the Academy who
influenced me so much at this time had a readiness to throw the hostile troop to help the civilians and a patriotic mind on
the other side.

At the sudden defeat I felt a petrifaction first. I made some kind of doubts for the Nave I had lived for a long time and didn’t
feel that we had formed the contemporary party after ten(10) years passed. I reasonably thought that many Japanese were
dismayed or the prewar education. That meant that some Japanese characteristic was to forget the past.

I think that the prewar extreme Japanese praised education needs to take criticism. I feel we can not help losing confidence,
but we have to reflect on ourselves timely. I think the world common moral education takes the infant and juvenile under 14
years old at their home and school. And they have to learn a fair view of the their own country’s history, too.

In Japan we have a custom to put our hands to the God and Buddha and say ‘thanks’ to all, don’t we. Human beings can not
live by themselves. If we have mind of thanks for anything, we can not kill anybody, do we.

We want to keep the strong infant education that is lack in Japan in mind.
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