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Friendship Mind

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 Governor Kuniaki KUNI

December is a month of family. I suppose there are many Rotary Clubs that will hold the family year-end party. The children’s face that are
excited about the lottery comes to me.

How fast the time passes! It is now at the end of the year. A half year has passed since I have worked as the District Governor and most of
the Governor’s official visiting will be over sooner. I have ever heard that one of my friends in Sydney deplorably said “Time Flies'. So the
time flies absolutely. I feel it hard as I get older. Ah!

A friendly family is pleasant for us, isnt it? They chat with their family sit around the fireplace long winter night. But there is a clear
distinction between the children and the father and it is normal that the father eats and takes a bath first. The agricultural people who have
lived in perfect harmony have worked farm and thatch with village persons together and lived to help a family each other. In those days
one is that someone left his family and stood on his own feet at his early time and another is that someone has been dependent on his
parents for a long time. I wish that the family live in harmony, but someone’s mind an body makes independent from the family.

After someone graduates the high school, he/she lives his/her own life and enjoys attending the birthday, the Christmas party and so on
that ties of family is not changed everywhere. As for the Rotarians, we, Rotarians friendly enjoy like their families.

You will say it is usual. But as we think of past history, the human beings have repeated incessant fights and wars. As I often mention the
May 15th Affair was broken out when I was young,.

Mt. Bokudo INUKALI past Prime Minister in Japan said a ruffian of a soldier “Let’s talk and you understand” when he has just shot to
him. But Mr. INUKAI was killed by him, but he was absolutely a convinced man. As I wrote in the November Letter, we had started a
stupid war so that we had a strong force to the war by the crowd and s small number of persons who could see future, Emperor Hirohito
and some of sensible persons including Rotarians at each country who loved peace at the army and navy, and political and financial circle
could not resist it. There are some sympathies for it, but there were no blames for the persons of culture and of mass media who changed
suddenly from next day of the end of a war. I dont think that it was fair to push the war responsibility to the class-A war criminals.

The ‘fair’ describes on the second test of The Four-Way Test in Rotary, but this phrase is a most high virtue in the West. If you say ‘unfair’
to them, they will violently argue to you. The persons who were involved in it will feel some responsibility and reflect on themselves.

A mod psychology is so awful, isn't it? How the Germans to whom Kant, Beethoven and Goethe were born made applause to Hitler? I
keenly feel what we have to think over and the need to talk each other.

Mr. Mitsumasa YONAI, Mr. Isoroku YAMAMOTO and Mr. Narumi INOUE who were three sensible general officers of the navy who
made a war objection were told as trio of the sailors. I have not ever met Mr. Mitsumasa YONAI and Mr. Isoroku YAMAMOTO, but I
greatly respected Mr. INOUE, Lieutenant General (later he became a General of Navy subordinate officer) who was a principal of the Navy
Academy

One of stories that Mr. Inoue, Principal talked to me that was memorized in my mind was a mind of sympathy. That was one of his
speeches. And from an extreme point of view, if we had a mind of sympathy, we have never broken out the war. One of the war camp
passages was that we don’t suffer humiliation of prisoners to be alive and don’t leave disgrace of crime in death lacked in the sympathy and
was a outrage of the International Law at the wartime. Fighting to the last man and special attack are same as it. War can not start by one
country. That is caused by opposition of the economical interest and the territory ambition and if we had a plenty of talks among the
countries, mutual narrow concession and sympathy and love of peace, the war has not almost broken out.

I would like to write about Mw. INOUE, Principal more and in summary he had a wide view based on the continuous study with his
experiences, effort of detention of the war outbreak and contribution of training of talent after the loss of a battle. And above all he refused
to work in society because of his war responsibility (In contradictory of the responsibility persons who changed drastically), spent his life
with his daughter who was sick of tuberculosis and his one grandchild on ration only after the war, taught English to the children and spent

a poor life economically. I really regret that I could not visit him though I thought him so that I was busy to live in foreign countries.
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