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Make green on the mountain

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 District Governor Kuniaki KUNI

One of my mottos is ‘Make green on the mountain and disciplined to infant’. This week's title is related with the first part of my motto, ‘Make green
on the mountain’ and you spend to read my table speech at the General Assembly in New York in 2000 as a millennium year.

Mr. Kofi Atta Annan GCMG, Secretary-General of the United Nations at that time proposed that a Millennium World Peace Summit would be held
by gathering the religious and work together so that the United Nations has not succeeded to mediate among the countries and limited war. So the
summit was held by the representatives of about 30 major religious parties around the world. From Japan, Mr. Watanabe, the leader of Tendai Sect as
a delegation of Buddhism and I, the chief priest of a Shinto shrine at that time as a delegation of the Shinto Shrine were appointed. We had a 7 minutes
speech each other after it was so difficult for me to organize it to the point. But we spent so late to discuss it not to worry about time limitation in the
front of many audiences on the place of the General Assembly and this summit was very excited as much as the cocktail reception after the meeting was
cancelled.

My table speech was that the Shinto shrine was what and one of the peaceful religions born on the natural and lived close together. And in fact this has

felt no reluctance to aim for the world peace with other religions corporately.

The followings are briefly descriptions for my table speech.

Landform and Location of Japan —
Japan is located in the east of Asia continent and is composed of 4 major islands and 74 small islands. The landform is abundant in change, the
climate is warm, about 70% of the land is covered by the forest and we are abundant in the green.

Birth of Shinto shrine —
Our ancestor has recognized a spiritual nature on the nature such as mountain, river, sea, forest and animal from that give many blessings over the
human knowledge from the far past and has had sense of awe and gratitude cach other. The Shinto shrine naturally occurred based on this shrine
concept, was intended to the religions of many different divines and the Shinto shrine was based on religion that was changed into pure human
beings everyday to live the nature, the ancient and the human beings together and wisdom to keep the clean and honest.

Agricultural society —
In the society based on the rice farming, the cooperation among human beings certainly consists of the mutual cooperation to be unified with
nature elements such as mountain and river, sun and rain and animal and plant. As the human beings enshrine the divine at the village shrine,
consult with some issue if needed, make a plan and manage it the consciousness set a high value on harmony that they recognize they live with the
divines naturally.

Road to the world peace —
In order to accomplish the world peace it is vital to understand the history and the tradition, and the philosophy and culture and deepen the
mutual respect. We have to make mutually a cultural exchange, deepen the reliability among the nations that have different religious sense of value,
investigate the road of the peace patiently and make a deep negotiation.

Denial to war —
The human beings have to deny any war. The wars that are caused by the religion difference are unspeakable. We should not make use of religion
to war. It is important for the religious to talk a lot insistently to ask the peace. I earnestly wish that his summit is a beginning of the denial of war.

Destruction of environment —
We have to recognize to destroy our environment by pursuing the physical wealthy unlimitedly. As we have a word A person who knows
contentment’ (Lao-Tzu), we have to change our thought into mental wealthy. On the other hand, we have to memorize the areas where many
people die by poverty and hunger and the world immediately needs to help these areas. Recently we have had big international issues such as global
warm, destroying the ozone layer, drain and abundant retirement and it is issue to build the economical society to hold the influence of the natural
environment. As for these provision for it, each person have to act and carry out not to rely on the nations and the firms.

Make green on the mountain —
At Ise Shrine centered at Shinto shrine we have used to ‘Senkyu’ ceremony that the divine moves to another shrine in order to re-build the shrine
every 20 years since 7th century. It is a symbol of religion that Shinto shrine is always born and given a new life. AS this event needs a lot of woods
such as ‘hinoki’ wood, we forest at the shrine and grow a beautiful forest.

Conclusion —
Everybody takes this occasion to lead to teach the human beings who have mutual understanding and respect each other and additionally hold
equivalent and generous sprit over the difference of thought, belief and religion. When this sprit spreads around the world, I am sure the world

peace comes.

After this summit, the dispute still continues as you know. It is actual state that we can not get out of control to plan to come together. But when the
religious group that has not exchanged each other has a chance to talk together and has a mutual understanding, I think we can step toward a future

desire.
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