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What is Vocational Service?

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 District Governor Kuniaki KUNI

Vocational Service is one of the four Avenues of Service in Rotary. And it is main or fundamental service. So you have already understood that RI
President John Kenny emphasized its importance at every opportunity and intends to make us carried out through the Rotary activities. Let me

think about it a little.

When I talked with the president, secretary and president elect at the official visit for 90 clubs, I was asked by some of them what kind of activities

would be taken in detail.

It is difficult to answer it. Vocation is to receive the salary and earn as a result of working in order to gain a living, but Service is to administer for
the people without reward. So it is not clear for them the relation between the Vocation and the Vocational Service. We can easily understand that
another three of four Avenues of Service as Club Service, Community Service and International Service is same as a meaning of the service, but as
for Vocational Service it is a little different from them. Most of the clubs has had activities such as internship and speech of introduction of the job

at the school, so it will lead to Community Service.

I think this Vocational Service is related with the movement of the Reformation in Europe and Martin Luther and Jean Calvin preached that
working so hard obtains heart of heaven. There were many reasons to take up the industrial revolution, but most of economists and thinker

advocated that the philosophy of the Protestant greatly contributed to succeed it.

For instance, Adam Smith describes on The Wealth of Nations that at the market, the moral sense through the service to the social public is going

to fade away. But the people come to service the profit of the social public by invisible hand to endeavor to maximize the self profit.

Max Weber describes on his book “The Protestant Sects and the Spirit of Capitalism’ that as for market mechanism, first of all we have to focus the
subjective motive that is capable to make the historical contribution, but the religion provides the relief for many people who have any worries.
And it socially forms consistent action motivation — ethical & moral life attitude. And it also describes that controlling the human action directly
is a concern and not philosophy. But the world image — Divine mind of the Protestant - created by the philosophy often decides the path as
switching units and the dynamics of the concern on this path have urged the human action. And then it means that the rational life attitude based
on the philosophy of the vocation as BERUF that is one of the modern cultural essential construct elements that is called Calling in English

including the mission given by the Divine is created by the sprit of Christian Asceticism.

Let the citation drop now. In short we have this type of philosophy for the undercurrent of the concept as the Vocational Service in Rotary and
the way of most important service that it is a standard of the action to be carried out without hesitation and to be lead by the invisible hand more

than the detail activities.

And then “The Four-Way Test’ should be obeyed by the Rotarians and it is evidence for the vocational service that is supposed to be one of the
virtues from Christianity. When I was in England, I heard that we should be fair. If I said unfair to somebody, they angrily argued beyond me. I

think that the religion has virtue and is valuable for us.

What I am now remembering is that when I made the official visiting at the PBG clubs, they make prayer in the Christianity country in general

at the beginning of the meeting. This is adapted to philosophy of vocational service.

If the weekly meeting in the Christianity country is held to recite a part of Bible, Would you like that we recite a part of The Heart Sutra at

Buddhism country or in Japan we say a part of various Sutras or Shinto prayer?

I think that a summary of the Vocational Service is now finished. As I conceive an idea for it, I am diversely occurred why we said the importance
of the vocation at the age of Protestantism in Europe, how about the previous age or there is some difference for Japanese traditional vocation. But

as time is over and so I will write more next month. See you next newsletter.
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