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At Finishing the Governor’s Official Visiting

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 District Governor Kuniaki KUNI

Fellow Rotarians, I wish you a Happy New Year. And I look forward to your continued good will in the coming year.

I have attended 82 metropolitan Rotary Clubs to make an official visiting since last July and I fortunately made 40 visits so that some of
the clubs organized the joint club meeting instead of the regular meeting. These visits have been finished in November 26th at last. I made
another visit to the PBG(Pacific Basin Group) 8 clubs from November 30th for 12 days and came back to Tokyo in December 11th, I
was happy I was cultivated by hearing from PBG Rotarians and felt a fellow or friendly feeling t hand by talking them directly.

I would like to write some impression for each club, but from a matter of the space I write a hot impression of visiting the PBG a little
bit.

There are 8 Rotary Clubs in PBG. Four of them are located in Guam and another are in the Palau, the Saipan, the Chuuk(Truk Lagoon)
and the Pohnpei. At all of these clubs after a starting bell, they make prayer. As for the Pohnpei a captain of the Salvation Army there who
is a member of the club and as for another clubs a Rotarians who is in charge of this role make prayer and then some of the clubs make
a chant of the Four Way Test.

They don't sing a Rotary song like Japanese clubs and some clubs in Guam sing a familiar American songs and another sing a local songs.
One of the most interesting matters is as follows:

Some club asked me to visit the meeting place around 11:00am and came there, but there were one or two Rotarians there and they made
a lunch buffet (the Pohnpei club served the menu meal) individually. When ones and twos came up and most of the club members
assembled, a starting bell rung. After the meeting started, the President and the Secretary reported anything, someone who wanted to
report spoke and the Governor spoke to them. So I could speak to them without constraint. Their meetings were cheerful and peaceful
ones. After or before the club meeting, we had a board meeting. The club committee chairperson and the treasure mad a presentation or
reported. These were unconventional presentation and I thought it was a very interesting one.

As for the club activities, they have had the water project as you know, the incinerator at the hospital, keeping up the library, the child
education and so on. PBG 8 clubs take turn reporting their activities bi-monthly at the District web site and we have a time to report
some of them at the District Conference this time. And so they will be handed over to these events.

After the meeting, we have visited and took a look at their activity places until the flight. And besides these visits I cruised around some
of the Rock Islands in Palau that are grown around the wood at the rocky island. I saw the old Japanese worship sunk, came out the wind
of the combat plane out of the sea and crocodile showed up near there. In Saipan I visited ‘Banzai Cliff” and ‘Suicide Cliff” and sincerely
prayed to the war victims. What a stupid war we did! In Chuuk I saw the head of the sunken warship from the sea and at the hotel the
pictures and names of the ships that were sinking into the sea that were the transport ship serviced as a civilian ship. These were the ships
of Nippon Yusen and Osaka Shosen and when I saw the ships of my old company, Kawasaki Kisen I was very sore at heart over.

And then I was surprised that a relic of Mandate age by Japan exists so much. In Pohnpei they generally name a new born baby for
Japanese name. There was a President named as Kunio Nakamura. The nursing room at the hospital that the Rotary installed the
incinerator is indicated as ‘KANGOF’, the X-ray room is indicated as ‘SASHIN” and the luggage is also called as ‘KABAN’ at the airport.
I have heard from you about various stories including so-called moving episode during the war and circumstances after the war, but we
recognize that Japan is now behind in the development of Chinese and Korean diplomatic establishments abroad, a big amount of
investment and the number of tourists. I suppose that Japanese Government has to strengthen them. The Japan has some kinds of
possibilities for these matters. One of my friends in Guam told me that Japanese Government would purchase some island that is going
to sink by the global warming, heap up earth, plant the palm trees and finally gain the 200 nautical miles economic waters. I have not

understood these situations to stay there for only one or two days, but it was a PBG visiting for me to drop into deep thoughts.
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