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Greetings at the District Conference

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 District Governor Kuniaki KUNI

Judging from the latest situation of economy, politics and society, I deeply feel the big wave of change that has not been speculated
in the past extension in all of the fields. And therefore I think we have to react with new way of thinking for all of things occurred.

But on the other hand I also think that we strictly have a view as a base that meets a sudden change and a philosophy all the more.

The current RI President, Mr. John Kenny carries this year’s Rotary theme as “The Future of Rotary Is in Your Hands'. The future of

the Rotary is on each Rotarian’s hand, so in Japanese word this means the future of the Rotary rests on our shoulders.

And then I think we strengthen our foundation and prepare for our future. RI President John Kenny mentioned at the International
Assembly that he referred 7 Priority Issues, strengthened the commitment to Vocational Service and suggested ‘the Rotarian keeps the

higher vocational ethics and gives our lead in order to achieve the activities everyday’.

Now I think it is essential for us to realize the principle of Rotary strictly and prepare for next leap. The theme of the District

Conference is ‘Return to the principle as a Rotarian’ that is based on this meaning.

The RI emphasized items are “Water, Hunger and Hunger and Literacy’ and they have continued to emphasize. I think we emphasize
these points as the aspect of the environment and the education that compare with our national actual circumstances. One of

expressions as ‘Green for Mountains and Discipline for Children’ is based on this point that is a familiar example.
By the way, this month, February is a month of the Rotary Foundation and the World Understanding Month.

In order to establish the future Rotary, I think that it is essential to make much of new generation. RI President Mr. John Kenny

pointed as follows:

1. New generation programs such as Rotary Foundation and Rotary Youth Exchange Program watch the future direction to grow
new leaders who is in charge of creation of more peaceful world

2. These people help to build the future that is tried to establish through our Rotarians activities

As you have already understood, the phrases of ‘Bridge of the professional baseball between Japan and Korea’ contributed by the
Yoneyama Alumni at February edition of the ‘Rotary No Tomo’ magazine is supposed to describe the essence of it. That mentions
as follows:

1. All of things are formed as competitors such as sport itself. It is important to connect more than to create and our effort is needed
2. It has been passed 7 years since the Yoneyama Alumni and what to see at last is Rotary Yoneyama Memorial Scholarship is a

unseen premium as the existence of Rotary more than money

Through these understanding, I think international understanding and international friendship will proceed.
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