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Vocational Service & its miscellaneous thoughts

Rotary International District 2750
2009-10 District Governor Kuniaki KUNI

I think that I would stop writing the Vocational Service at the last Governor’s Monthly letter, but I am going to seek it more so that
I can remind a various thoughts.

At the Reformation in Europe, a work was said that it obtained the divine’s mind and it was a moving force of the Industrial
Revolution. But before that, how was a thought of the labor?

The Genesis of the Old Testament says that Adam and Eve ate a nut by snake’s temptation, was banished out from an eternal
paradise and was forced to work to live together. It is clear that Marx argued the work as pain. There is some truth in what it is, but
it is a view of the worker squeezed by the capitalist.

When I worked in Europe, I invited local person who retired at the company to have a farewell drink at the pub. When I asked him
how he would do from now, he mentioned he would purchase a house at the countryside and do the gardening and he willingly left
there. And just before I left the Ise Shrine, some Japanese who was a permanent resident in the States paid homage with his
American friend together. And when he introduced his American friend to me, I told him about my retirement and he said to me
with a broad smile and strongly grabbed hold of my hand “Congratulation”. As I had had sentiment of my retirement in the Shrine
during 11 years at that time, I was stuck for this matter. This is to recognize the worth of work, but work is in a basis of the pain,
isnt this?

And then what I felt any differences for thoughts of the company we were working was the news such as executives at the point of
bankrupted company earned a huge bonus. AIG, one of the biggest American insurance companies lost 99.3 billion dollars in 2008
and FRB financed 85 billion dollars to AIG. In 2009 a large amount of bonus was paid to their employees in 165 million dollars in
total. There were 73 executives to earn over 1 million dollars and any executives to gain over 6.4 million dollars. It indeed caused
any problems about it at the Congress, but nobody absolutely returned it. It would be same as some large companies that were in a
tight squeeze as well as AIG.

We reminded a story of Noah’s ark on the Genesis. God disappointed at decayed and corrupted human beings and swept away them
caused by big flood. But the God hesitated to lose all of the lives and helped to ride a firm belief Noah, his family and all of animals
in the ark. It will make the chosen’s consciousness, won't it? The company is a villain to sink into the sea and we, human beings are
the chosen, so it is right to earn a large amount of bonus. In Japan we can not receive a lot of bonus against the society in this case.
Some of them would refuse it or cut the salary. The salary of the company president in Japan is originally less than in the States. We,
Japanese have awareness that the activities in the company are carried by the total power of the company and the powers of the
executives are less than in the States.

We, Japanese made agricultural works as cooperative activities as agricultural people and we have continued to live at the village to
speak thankfully to each other that was based on family and group principles. It didn’t adapt us to be earned a large amount of salary
by somebody.

In the States, when somebody succeeded, they made a large community service. The former Japanese who lived in the States
succeeded a internet department store and Van Cliburn who was one of famous pianists held a Van Cliburn piano competition have
tried to make young Japanese pianists join this competition. In the States though they made huge revenues, they didn’t generally
have any customs to remain a large field to their descendants, but they and they made a large business. Of course it is not praised
but we Japanese should make our effort to the society with thankfully mind.

It doesn't say which is better in a basis of cultural difference, we Japanese who have to live in the world have to find any common

ground.
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