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Governor’s Official Visit [PBG]
Assistant Governor, PBG Joe Rios (Rotary Club of Northern Guam)

District Governor Tatsuno visited the Pacific Basin Group from November 11 to 22, 2010 for the last leg of the Governor’s
Official District Visit.

The delegation of DG Tatsuno; Joe Rios, Assistant Governor, PBG and Hideyuki Suzuki, Vice Secretary for PBG visited the
islands of Guam, Chuuk, Pohnpei, Saipan and Palau.

The trip commenced on Guam with the celebration of RC Northern Guam’s anniversary of 35 years.

Our first island stop — Chuuk. President Clark Graham, RC Truk Lagoon showed the Governor the Bio-incinerator at the
Chuuk Hospital donated by Tokyo-Denenchofu Midori Rotary Club. The hospital now safely disposes of their medical waste.
Accompanying us were Mr. Murano and Mr. Yajima of RC Tokyo Tachikawa as well as Mr. Naoyuki from RC Haneda. They
were very delighted about seeing many of their 200 bicycles the club donated to the residents of Chuuk.

We flew over to Pohnpei next. President John Schroer, RC Pohnpei explained the clubs adoption of the Pohnpei Public Library
with the goal of helping to rebuild the leaking roof.

Governor Tatsuno and the delegation met with His Excellency, Emanuel Mori, President of the Federated States of
Micronesia; FSM Vice President Alik and Mr. Ehsa, Governor of Pohnpei.
Governor Tatsuno is hopeful the projects would be supported by RI and also get the support of the FSM government.

FSM President Mori stated he was very aware of the many Rotary projects in Pohnpei and Chuuk and expressed his
appreciation. He confirmed the government will always try to assist. The availability of government ships to deliver the solar

water stills is an example of what President Mori considers as being partners.

When we met with Mr. Shoji Sato, Ambassador of Japan in the FSM, Governor Tatsuno asked about the Grant Assistance for
Grass-roots Program. Ambassador Sato confirmed that the GGP is a financial assistance program for development projects
from the Japanese government. We were quite excited to learn that in addition to the Rotary Matching Grant funding sources,

RC Pohnpei and RC Truk Lagoon may have the assistance from the Embassy of Japan.

The Governor saw a sample of some solar water stills which were in a warehouse pending delivery to the outer islands. It is
scheduled to be completed in May when the tide conditions are best. From the beginning, a total of 1,100 water stills units will

have been delivered to the atoll islands of the FSM.

Incidentally, one of the islands is experiencing a drought and the water stills is providing the much needed drinking water. The
islanders are also using it for distilled water to recharge the batteries connected to solar panels and gather the salt for cooking.
A fantastic project sponsored by the Guam Rotary clubs, Pearl Harbor, Tokyo Ohi, Tokyo Aoyama, Tokyo Marine, Tokyo
Hiroo, Tokyo Hachioji South, Pohnpei and Truk Lagoon.

Our next visit was to the island of Saipan. We were graciously hosted by President Glen Perez and Officers to see the
playground at the American Memorial Park that was built by RC Saipan. We paid a courtesy visit to Acting Governor Eloy
Inos, Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. At the Officer’s Meeting, President Glen

spoke of their continual commitment to educate, nurture and develop Saipan youths by means of scholarships, educational
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programs and working on establishing an Interact program.

Back in Guam, Governor Tatsuno met with the presidents of the 4 Guam Rotary clubs on November 18 followed by a joint

club luncheon.

President Craig Wade, RC Northern Guam is focusing on getting the club into a stronger financial condition while giving

attention to serving the community.

President Mary Torre emphasized the club’s efforts to provide scholarships; support Paul Harris, EREY, Permanent Fund and
Polio Plus. Their signature community service project is to renovate and restore roofs of the shelters at Ypao Public Beach

Park, Tumon.

President Victoria Borja was pleased to report club attendance averaged 54%. She led the Guam Rotary clubs along with
Tokyo Tachikawa Kobushi RC to support the annual Christmas Drop US Air Force mission to deliver humanitarian relief

supplies to remote islands throughout Micronesia.

President Bobbie Leon Guerrero described their support of providing speakers for the Guam Community College, “Building a
Stronger Workforce” program which helps students prepare for success in school and work. Another project so dear to them is

to grant funding to the Sea Haven, floating clinic, which provides routine medical services to the atolls of FSM.

Governor Tatsuno joined the First Lady of Guam, Mrs. Joann Camacho along with Rotarians from the 4 Guam Rotary clubs to
distribute dictionaries to third graders of St. Anthony’s School. Over 3,400 third grade students on Guam receive dictionaries

as a part of the annual Guam Rotary Dictionary Project.

Jetting off to Palau; Governor Tatsuno shared with President Richard Ziegler and the Officers that Palau Rotary club was

the 91st club, the last but certainly not the least of the clubs in the District to complete his Official Visit. President Richard
reported details about completing the Hospital Sleeper Chair project by partnering with Tokyo-West RC to install chairs at the
Palau National Hospital.

One of the highlights of the Governor’s trip was meeting Mr. Yoshiyuki Sadaoka, Ambassador of Japan to discuss the details
of the Grant Assistance for Grass-Roots Human Security Project. We were quite honored to discuss the Embassy of Japan’s
desire to establish a working relationship with the Rotary Club of Palau. The Ambassador had selected the club based on its
reputation as a successful and credible non-profit organization. Available funds for Rotary partnered projects will be made

possible through the Government of Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

A gala fundraising dinner to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the Rotary Club of Palau was definitely a formal way to
conclude the Governor’s Official Visit. We joined His Excellency, Johnson Toribiong, President of the Republic of Palau and
Ms. Adrienne Taylor, Chargés d’ Affaires, United States Embassy at a packed cultural center for a night of Prime Rib Dinner
buffet and concert by Carlo Orosa (International Artist, Philippines).

Governor Tatsuno, Vice Secretary Suzuki and I certainly learned quite a bit from each of the PBG clubs. Our heartfelt thanks
go out to each of the club presidents, officers and Rotarians for hosting us during our visit. We sincerely recognize their

commitment to Rotary and all their continuous efforts to be a Bigger, Better, and Bolder club!
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